Certification of Compliance with the Statutory Eligibility Requirements of the Violence Against Women Act as Amended, STOP Formula Grant Program

This chart provides brief summaries of the VAWA STOP Certification Requirements that apply to subgrantees, as well as links to additional information on how to comply with the certification requirement and to the governing VAWA statutory language. State STOP administrators may wish to incorporate this chart into their solicitation materials and other resources for subgrantees and potential subgrantees to provide a useful summary of these program requirements.

The chart may be used in conjunction with the information in a companion document that briefly describes and provides links to additional VAWA and other federal requirements to inform subgrantees about the numerous requirements with which they must comply.

	Forensic Medical Examination Payment Requirement for Victims of Sexual Assault

	Summary
	For more information
	Statutory language

	Subgrantees must certify that the state or another governmental entity “incurs the full out-of-pocket cost of forensic medical exams. . . for victims of sexual assault” and “coordinates with health care providers in the region to notify victims of sexual assault of the availability of rape exams at no cost to the victims.” In addition, the subgrantee must certify compliance with this requirement for all victims, without regard to whether a victim cooperates in the criminal justice system or cooperates with law enforcement. 
	STOP FAQs (see pp. 6-7. 29-30, and 37-40)

ALSO STAAR STOP TA Clinic 

	34 U.S.C. § 10449(a)-(d)

	Filing Costs for Criminal Charges and Protection Orders

	Summary
	For more information
	Statutory language

	Subgrantees must certify that the victims must not bear any fees or costs associated with:
- The prosecution of any misdemeanor or felony domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking offense, including costs associated with the filing of criminal charges or the with the filing, issuance, registration, modification, enforcement, dismissal, withdrawal of service of a warrant, or witness subpoena; and
- The filing, issuance, registration, modification, enforcement, dismissal, withdrawal or service of a protection order, or a petition for a protection order.

	STOP FAQs (see pp. 40-43)

BWJP No Fee Toolkit

	34 U.S.C. § 10450

	Judicial Notification

	Summary
	For more information
	Statutory language

	Subgrantees must certify that judicial administrative policies and practices include notification to domestic violence offenders of the firearm prohibitions set forth in 18 U.S.C. 922(g)(8) (domestic violence protection orders) and 18 U.S.C. 922(g)(9) (misdemeanor crimes of domestic violence), as well as any applicable related Federal, State, or local laws.
	STOP FAQs (see pp. 40-43)

NCPOFFC Firearms Checklist for Judges


	34 U.S.C. § 10449(e)

	Polygraph Testing Prohibition

	Summary
	For more information
	Statutory language

	Subgrantees must certify that their laws, policies, or practices ensure that victims of alleged sex offenses are not required to submit to a polygraph examination or other truth telling device as a condition for proceeding with the investigation of such an offense, and that the refusal of a victim to submit to a polygraph or other truth telling examination shall not prevent the investigation, charging, or prosecution of an alleged sex offense.
	STOP FAQs (see p. 44)

	34 U.S.C. § 10451

	Prosecution Certification

	Summary
	For more information
	Statutory language

	Subgrantees that are prosecutor’s offices must certify that they will, within three years of the date of a subgrant with FY2023 funds, engage in planning, developing and implementing: 
· training developed by experts in the field regarding victim-centered approaches in domestic violence, sexual assault, dating violence, and stalking cases;
· policies that support a victim-centered approach, informed by such training; and
· a protocol outlining alternative practices and procedures for material witness petitions and bench warrants, consistent with best practices, that shall be exhausted before employing material witness petitions and bench warrants to obtain victim-witness testimony in the investigation, prosecution, and trial of a crime related to domestic violence, sexual assault, dating violence, and stalking of the victim in order to prevent further victimization and trauma to the victim.
	Prosecution Certification Template

STOP TA Clinic

STOP TA Clinic
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	34 U.S.C. § 10454



